
Town Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Meeting minutes 

  

 
Please review the attached draft minutes of the October 21 and November 5 Town Board meetings. 

 
 
 
 



 
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 21, 2025 MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN 
OF POUND RIDGE HELD AT 179 WESTCHESTER AVENUE, POUND RIDGE, NEW YORK, 
AND VIA ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE, COMMENCING AT 7:30 PM 
 
 

 
 

PRESENT: SUPERVISOR KEVIN HANSAN  
DEPUTY SUPERVISOR/COUNCILPERSON DIANE BRIGGS  
COUNCILPERSON NAMASHA SCHELLING   
COUNCILPSERSON DANIEL PASCHKES 

ALSO 
PRESENT: TOWN ATTORNEY WILLIAM HARRINGTON 

TOWN CLERK ERIN TROSTLE   
NOT 
PRESENT: COUNCILPERSON ALISON BOAK 
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING  

Supervisor Hansan called the meeting to order at 7:34 pm. 
 

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Early voting starts this Saturday, October 25 and continues through Sunday, 

November 2 at the Town House.  There will be no early voting on Monday, 
November 3.  Westchester County residents can vote at any early voting site county-
wide.  A complete list of times and locations is available on the Board of Elections 
website at citizenparticipation.westchestergov.com. 

• The New York Public Service Commission is accepting comments regarding the 
NYSEG rate case through November 17 online at dps.ny.gov/pending-and-recent-
electric-rate-cases. 

• There will be two days of Halloween events in town this year:  the Halloween Walk on 
October 31 in Scotts Corners, and Trunk or Treat at the Town Park on November 1. 

 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT I 

Because of a technical problem, comments by Resident John Nathan, of 155 Upper Shad 
Road, were not audible on the recording of the October 7 meeting.  He repeated 
concerns about the Open Meetings Law that he expressed during that meeting.  Mr. 
Nathan also reiterated his call for others to bring a lawsuit against the Town Board 
regarding what he described as a violation of the Open Meetings Law. 

Councilperson Paschkes stated that nothing was done improperly in the executive 
session Mr. Nathan referenced.  He said that discussions of the merits of individual 
candidates for an appointment properly occur in executive session and that it would not 
be appropriate to produce a transcript of such a discussion.  He noted that the Town 
Clerk was called into the meeting to record the vote. 

https://dps.ny.gov/pending-and-recent-electric-rate-cases
https://dps.ny.gov/pending-and-recent-electric-rate-cases
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Resident Alex Goldberg, of 21 Patterson Road, said that his review of the tentative 
budget appears to indicate that revenue has been flat, while debt has doubled.   He also 
noted that reconfiguring staffing in the Assessor’s office does not appear to have 
resulted in substantial savings.  Finally, he said that school tax increases are making 
Pound Ridge unaffordable, and asked that the Town Board advocate for more 
manageable school taxes. 

Supervisor Hansan explained that debt reflects spending to address deferred 
maintenance on roads, the purchase of multiple vehicles, and the acquisition of the 7 
Old Pound Road property.  He also noted that the Town Board brought the school 
superintendent to a meeting to address the significant school tax increase and 
encouraged Pound Ridge residents to run for school board or join the school district 
finance committee.  

Resident Katherine Biagiarelli, of 315 Salem Road, asked several questions regarding the 
community bus.  Supervisor Hansan indicated that the Recreation Commission sets 
policy regarding the bus.   

 
 
IV. OLD BUSINESS – Approve contract with AAA Contracting and Rubbish Removal 

Building Inspector James Perry stated that he has been dealing with code violations at 
22 Sherwood Road since 1998.  Photographs of the property that he had taken earlier in 
the day were displayed.  They showed extensive debris, including multiple inoperable 
vehicles. 

Property owner Jared Silbersher requested additional time to remove the debris 
himself.   

Building Inspector Perry emphasized that having multiple disassembled vehicles on a 
residential property is a violation of town and state law.  He noted that past violations 
have led to court-ordered cleanups but that each time the debris is removed, it has 
reaccumulated. 

The Town Attorney stated that given the history, it makes no sense for the Town Board 
to grant the property owner additional time.   

 
RESOLUTION 223-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Briggs, all 
voting aye on the following: 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign the 
contract with AAA Contracting and Rubbish Removal for cleanup and junk removal 
services at 22 Sherwood Road. 

 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Supervisor – 2026 Tentative Budget 
Director of Finance Steven Conti presented the 2026 Tentative Budget.  The budget 
proposes a tax rate increase of 1.85%, which is under the state-mandated tax cap 
and also less than the current annual rate of inflation.  This increase would cost an 
average household approximately $53.98. 
 
 

B. Police Department 
1. Resignation of Police Officer Johnny Camacho 

RESOLUTION 224-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Briggs, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby accepts the resignation of Police Officer 
Johnny Camacho effective October 17, 2025. 

 
 

2. Appointment of Carl Hippolyte 
RESOLUTION 225-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Briggs, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby appoints Carl Hippolyte to the position of 
part-time Police Officer effective immediately. 

 
 

3. Promotion of Police Officer Nicholas Agoglia 
RESOLUTION 226-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Briggs, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the promotion of Police Officer 
Nicholas Agoglia to the position of Detective. 
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C. Receiver of Taxes – Overpayment refunds 
RESOLUTION 227-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Briggs, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the following tax refunds: 
 
Parcel Payee Amount Reason 

10047-70.1 Corelogic/Cotality $6,541.11 overpayment 

10236-77 Mark Lowenthal Trust $180.00 overpayment 

 10263-55 Corelogic/Cotality $90.63 duplicate payment 

 9816-22 Walter Merrigan $85.06 duplicate payment 

 

D. Town Clerk 

1. Cemetery transactions 
RESOLUTION 228-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Briggs, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the repurchase of Plot #85-B in 
Section 2 from Nancy Finne, of 48 Pound Ridge Road, at a price of $75.00, AND BE IT 
FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the following cemetery plot sales: 
 
Name Address Plot Price 

William and Judith Storey 86 Fancher Road 85-B, Section 2 $1,000.00 
Pound Ridge, NY 10576 (1 gravesite) 

 Laura Brown 110 Oakridge Drive 213-B, Section 3 $1,000.00 
  South Salem, NY 10590 (1 gravesite) 
 

2. Bid award for Parking District paving project 
RESOLUTION 229-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
all voting aye on the following: 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby awards the bid for the Scotts Corners 
Parking District paving project to K&P Asphalt, Inc., of 41 Fairmount Avenue, 
Haverstraw, NY 10927, at a total cost of $153,056.00. 

 

3. Monthly reports 
The following monthly reports have been filed in the Town Clerk’s office, where they 
are available for public inspection and copying: 
 

• September 2025 Building Department report 
• September 2025 Receiver of Taxes report 
• September 2025 Town Clerk’s report  

 
E. Climate Smart Communities Task Force – Sign placement 

The town has earned bronze certification as a Climate-Smart Community.  There will be 
further discussion about where to locate signs indicating this designation. 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT II 

Mr. Nathan reiterated complaints regarding the Open Meetings Law.   

Councilperson Paschkes stated that the board had acted appropriately and that a case 
cited by Mr. Nathan was not on point.   

The Town Attorney said that there was no violation of the Open Meetings Law. 

Resident Michael Hammer, of 27 Hoyt Road, expressed appreciation for his neighbors 
and noted that there is more economic diversity in town than most people think. 

In response to a letter in support of the former Assessor that was sent to many 
residents, Councilperson Briggs pointed out that petition signatures cannot supersede 
the law on personnel matters.  She stated that the Town Board appointed a new 
Assessor because it determined that doing so was in the best interest of the town and 
would best serve residents.   

Councilperson Briggs also noted that the letter also said that Town Board meetings 
have become uncivil.  She said that Town Board meetings had been more civil than 
ever until recently, when a small number of residents began making complaints and 
accusations, often reflecting false assumptions, at every meeting.  She expressed 
disappointment that the residents who make frequent criticisms have not attempted to 
meet with her to discuss their concerns.   

Councilperson Briggs then outlined procedures and plans for the Assessor’s office going 
forward.  Noting that there were no complaints during the two years when the prior 
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Assessor worked remotely, she said there was no reason a part-time assessor with a 
full-time assistant should not be able to meet the needs of the community. 

  
 

V. FINANCIAL MATTERS – Pay bills 
RESOLUTION 230-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes seconded by Councilperson Briggs, 
the motion passing 3–0 with Councilperson Schelling abstaining, on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to pay the 
following claims as detailed in Abstract 20-2024: 
 

 

Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

General Fund A00960–A00997 $52,634.32 
Highway Fund D00232–D00244 $536,851.75 
Trust & Agency Fund AT00076–AT00083 $7,125.00 

 

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following advance-of-audit payments 
listed in Abstract 20-2024 are hereby allowed: 
 

Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

General Fund A00998–A01002 $14,125.09    
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Town Board, 

Supervisor Hansan adjourned the meeting at 9:01 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

VII. RECONVENE AS PARKING DISTRICT COMMISSION: Supervisor Hansan called the 
meeting to order at 9:01 pm. 

 
RESOLUTION 231-24 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Briggs, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes, 
the motion passing 3-0 with Councilperson Schelling abstaining, on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to pay the 
following claims as described in Abstract 20-2024: 

 



Page 7 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD 
TOWN OF POUND RIDGE 
POUND RIDGE, NY 
OCTOBER 21, 2025 
 
 

 
 

Fund  Claim Number Total Amount 

Parking District  ST00029–ST00030 $5,748.75 
 

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following advance-of-audit payments 
listed in Abstract 20-2024 are hereby allowed: 
 

Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

Parking District  ST00031–ST00032 $768.50    
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Parking 

District Commission, Supervisor Hansan adjourned the meeting at 9:02 pm. 
 

 
Erin Trostle, Town Clerk 
Dated at Pound Ridge, New York 
November 3, 2025 



 
MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 5, 2025 MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN 
OF POUND RIDGE HELD AT 179 WESTCHESTER AVENUE, POUND RIDGE, NEW YORK, 
AND VIA ZOOM VIDEOCONFERENCE, COMMENCING AT 7:30 PM 
 
 

 
 

PRESENT: SUPERVISOR KEVIN HANSAN  
DEPUTY SUPERVISOR/COUNCILPERSON DIANE BRIGGS  
COUNCILPERSON ALISON BOAK 
COUNCILPERSON NAMASHA SCHELLING   
COUNCILPERSON DANIEL PASCHKES 

ALSO 
PRESENT: TOWN ATTORNEY WILLIAM HARRINGTON (via Zoom) 

TOWN CLERK ERIN TROSTLE   
 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER OF REGULAR MEETING  

Supervisor Hansan called the meeting to order at 7:32 pm. 
 
 

II. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Supervisor Hansan said that he is honored to have been re-elected and that he and 

the Town Board members who were re-elected look forward to continuing to serve.  
Due to a malfunctioning voting machine, some ballots had to be hand-counted, and 
as this is completed, the Board of Elections will update unofficial vote totals on its 
website.  Councilperson Briggs expressed appreciation for everyone who took the 
time to vote. 

• The Pound Ridge Library is collecting non-perishable food items to support residents 
impacted by SNAP benefit delays.  Items collected will be distributed to those in 
need by Feeding Westchester. 

• The Pound Ridge Land Conservancy will host its final work session of the year at the 
Halle Ravine.  Sign up at prlc.net. 

• Students in grades 8-12, college students, and those taking a gap year are invited to 
a medical career expo at Northern Westchester Hospital on Saturday, November 22, 
from 9am to 12pm. More information is available at northwellhealth.com. 

 
 
III. MINUTES 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Boak, all 
voting aye to approve the minutes of the October 7 Town Board meeting. 
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IV. PUBLIC COMMENT I 
There were no comments from members of the public. 
 
 
V. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Police Department – STOP-DWI Patrol/Datamaster Project Agreement 
RESOLUTION 232-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
all voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign the 
Intermunicipal agreement with Westchester County for 2026‒2030 regarding the 
STOP-DUI Patrol Datamaster Project. 
 

 
B. Town Board – Rutgers University (Newark) paleo-ecological study 

RESOLUTION 233-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
all voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves a request by Nohham Cachat-
Schilling to obtain sediment samples for the Mahikaniitukw Project. 
 
 

C. Sustainability Committee – Trails Grant 
RESOLUTION 234-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Boak, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby reaffirms the Recreational Trails Grant 
Preliminary Design Report AND BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to sign the 
aforesaid report.  
 

 
D. Town Clerk – Chabad of Bedford Hanukkah menorah lighting and display 

RESOLUTION 235-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Boak, all 
voting aye on the following: 
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RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves a special event permit for Chabad 
of Bedford to hold a menorah lighting ceremony at the Village Green on Monday, 
December 15, 2025, with the condition that Chabad will obtain a certificate of 
insurance naming the town as an additional insured. 

 
 

E. Planning Board – Return of unused escrow 
RESOLUTION 236-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes, seconded by Councilperson Schelling, 
all voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the return of an unused Planning 
Board escrow for 205 Honey Hollow Road in the amount of $202.50 to Aris Samad-
Yahaya. 

 
 

F. Water Control Commission – Bond release 
RESOLUTION 237-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Briggs, seconded by Councilperson Paschkes, all 
voting aye on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the release of Water Control 
Commission Bond #2022-47 in the amount of $5,000.00 to Aris Samad-Yahaya of 
205 Honey Hollow Road, Pound Ridge, NY 10576. 

 
 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENT II 
There were no comments from members of the public. 
 
 

V. FINANCIAL MATTERS – Pay bills 
RESOLUTION 238-25 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Paschkes seconded by Councilperson Briggs, 
the motion passing 3–0 with Councilperson Schelling abstaining, on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes the Supervisor to pay the 
following claims as detailed in Abstract 21-2024: 
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Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

General Fund A01003–A01030 $49,945.83 
Highway Fund D00245–D00250 $11,935.65 

 

 
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the following advance-of-audit payments 
listed in Abstract 21-2024 are hereby allowed: 
 

Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

General Fund A01030–A01032 $14,125.09    
 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Town Board, 

Supervisor Hansan adjourned the meeting at 9:01 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

VII. RECONVENE AS PARKING DISTRICT COMMISSION: Supervisor Hansan called the 
meeting to order at 9:01 pm. 
 

 
RESOLUTION 239-24 
Board Action:  Motion by Councilperson Briggs, seconded by Councilperson Boak, the 
motion passing 3-0 with Councilperson Schelling abstaining, on the following: 
 

RESOLVED, that the following advance-of-audit payment listed in Abstract 21-
2024 is hereby allowed: 
 

Fund  Claim Numbers Total Amount 

Parking District  ST00033 $768.50    
 
G. ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Parking 

District Commission, Supervisor Hansan adjourned the meeting at 9:02 pm. 
 

 
Erin Trostle, Town Clerk 
Dated at Pound Ridge, New York 
November 13, 2025 



Town of Pound Ridge 
Tel.:  914-764-5511 
Fax:  914-764-0102 

Town House 179 Westchester Avenue Pound Ridge, New York 10576-1743 

To: Town Board 

From:  Andrea Russo   

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Policy on Online Registration for Recreation Programs 

The Recreation Department and Recreation Commission have approved that all program 
participants, from infants and youth to adults 62+, will utilize the town’s online registration 
platform. If at any time participants need assistance with registering, the Recreation 
Department will assist in setting up the account for the participant. Information collected 
for each program includes name, address, phone number, emergency contact, and form of 
payment. This information will not be used for any other purpose than logging 
participation.

Thank you, 
Andrea Russo Superintendent of Recreation & Parks 
Recreation Commission  



Town of Pound Ridge 
Tel.:  914-764-5511 
Fax:  914-764-0102 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  Town House 179 Westchester Avenue Pound Ridge, New York 10576-1743 

To:  Town Board 
 
From:  Andrea Russo   
 
Date:  November 13, 2025 
 
Re:  Instructional Basketball, League Basketball, and Coaches Apparel Purchase 
 
I respectfully request to purchase instructional, league and coaches’ apparel from AIA. 
AIA submitted the lowest quote at $3,685.85. 
 
 
       Respectfully, 
 
 
       Andrea Russo  
       Superintendent of Recreation & Parks 
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MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Flower baskets 

  

 
Quotes were requested from three bidders (Copia, Perennial Gardens, and Valley View Greenhouses) for 
hanging flower baskets for the light posts in the business district for 2026.  Only Valley View responded. 
 
Valley View is the vendor that has provided the flower baskets for the last few years.  In the past, their 
prices have consistently been the lowest submitted, and the plant material provided has been very 
satisfactory.   
 
Below are quotes provided by Valley View in past years, as well as several different options for 2026: 

 
Year Description     Price 
 

2024 Plant material + new wire baskets ...... $4,049 
2025 Plant material only* ............................. $3,370 

       *wire baskets were reused in 2025 
 

2026 (proposed options) 
 Plant material only............................... $3,600 ($50/basket) 
 Plant material + coco basket ............... $3,600 ($50/basket) 
 Plant material + 14” wire basket ......... $3,672 ($51/basket) 
 Plant material + 16” wire basket ......... $4,392 ($61/basket) 
  
  

 



Town of Pound Ridge 
Office of the Town Clerk 

 

Town Clerk 
Erin Trostle 

townclerk@townofpoundridge.com  
914-764-5549  

Deputy Town Clerk 
Joshua M. Hayes 

deputytownclerk@townofpoundridge.com 
914-764-5212 

 
 

  
 

Town House, 179 Westchester Avenue, Pound Ridge, NY 10576      Website: townofpoundridge.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REQUEST FOR QUOTES 

2026 HANGING FLOWER BASKETS 

 

The Town of Pound Ridge is seeking quotes for hanging flower baskets for the light posts 

in the Scotts Corners business district. 

Delivery date: Late May 2026 

Number of baskets: 72 

Basket type:  moss-lined black metal, 16” 

Soil: Cornell soil mix 

Flowers: Petunia Royal Magenta 

 Petunia Bordeaux 

 Petunia Royal Velvet 

 Thunbergia Lemon O’Peel 

 

Quotes should be submitted via email to the Town Clerk’s office by October 28, 2025.   

 











Town Clerk’s Office 

 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Special event permit application 

  

 
Please review the attached special event permit application from the Recreation Department for its 
holiday “Candy Cane Run.” The event, which is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, December 13 
with a rain date of December 14, will end at the Village Green with hot cocoa and a photo op with 
Santa, Mrs. Claus, and Frosty the Snowman.  The Police Chief has reviewed the application and has 
no concerns.   
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MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Cemetery plot sale 

  

 
Please approve the sale of Plot 333-B to Hilary Major, on behalf of her father, Richard Major, who 
served as Town Historian for many years. 
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MEMORANDUM 
To: Town Board 

From: Erin Trostle 

Date: November 13, 2025 

Re: Monthly reports 

  

 
The following have been filed in the Town Clerk’s office: 
 

• October 2025 Building Department report 
• October 2025 Receiver of Taxes report 
• October 2025 Town Clerk report 

 





TOWN OF POUND RIDGE
RECEIVER OF TAXES

October 1, 2025 to October 31, 2025

COLLECTION OPENING BASE BALANCE   COLLECTION   MEMO/   MISC    OVER/SHORT   CLOSING  
  CHK FEES    BALANCE  

School Taxes  2025-2025
Bedford Central 20,287,765.29$                  2,293,979.66$             17,993,785.63$            
Katonah-Lewisboro 1,321,626.93$                    200,084.10$                 1,121,542.83$              
Total School Taxes  2,494,063.76$             19,115,328.46$            
School Penalty  2025- 26 13,268.87$                          

Town & County 2025 176,865.43$                       66,120.78$                   110,744.65$                  
Town & County Penalty 6,612.08$                     

Total Town, County, School, Pen 2,580,065.49$                            
           

Liens 503,278.37$                       -$                                  503,278.37$                  
Lien Interest          
Total Lien & Interest -$                                    

TOTALS Base & Interest Collected 2,580,065.49$             70.00$           (1.00)$    85.06$               2,580,219.55$              
*Refunds requested: $6541.11, $180.00, $90.63 & $85.06
*Returns, Bounces & 1 Admin correction: $3776.41, $4971.24, $785.33, $8372.62, $7863.61, $8871.00, $4,252.92
*MISC: 7 overpays under $1.00 that total $1.00 moved to Finance 





Memo to Pound Ridge Town Board/ Name Change for the Open Space Acquisi�on 
Commitee (OSAC) 

November 11, 2025- prepared for TB Mee�ng 11-18-25 agenda 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Since being cons�tuted in 2001 a�er the first successful open space fund referendum in 2000, 
OSAC has func�oned with the name Open Space Acquisi�on Commitee. It is the desire of the 
current co-chairs of OSAC as well as its members to change the commitee’s name to the Open 
Space Advisory Commitee- s�ll ‘OSAC’. 

It has come to the aten�on of commitee members that the term ‘acquisi�on’ does not fully 
reflect the commitee’s prac�ces, methodology and objec�ves. In fact, changing the name to 
‘advisory’ will beter reflect the commitee’s overall work throughout the year, the ‘advisory’ 
role it plays with respect to making recommenda�ons to the Town Board on the purchase of 
targeted, undeveloped land to be held in fee by the Town or the purchase of restric�ve 
easements on private lands with open space funds.  Both vehicles include what the commitee 
o�en terms simultaneous ‘backup’ easement protec�on held by a qualified local land trust with 
the aim of protec�ng open space in perpetuity with these taxpayer dollars. 

With the newly recons�tuted open space commitee in 2021, an effec�ve and quan�fiable 
evalua�on ra�ng system was created and GIS overlay data was u�lized for the first �me with 
results that, over the past years, demonstrated unfragmented high quality forest cover, 
con�guous wetland/important soils for carbon sequestra�on and wildlife use as well as other 
high conserva�on value lands including 12 iden�fied ‘high resiliency’ areas in Town. Two 
presenta�ons of OSAC’s work have been made to the Town Board as well as the PRLC board, 
Conserva�on and Planning Boards this past year with invita�ons to Water Control and ZBA. 

The commitee’s goal is to extend our evalua�on and open space iden�fica�on for use by other 
Town Boards as they may see fit and to partner where possible. Also, and importantly, to use 
our mapping, data collec�on and analysis in visual and digital format to educate private 
landowners in the stewardship of their open space land with the aim to create a private and 
publicly held mosaic of protected lands, water sources and flows including riparian buffers 
important to water quality, as well as connected, varied and cri�cal habitat in our local 
ecosystem. Already connec�ons have been iden�fied into surrounding towns that require 
follow-up and collabora�on. 

Hence- ‘advice’ and ‘advisory’ role to mul�ple par�es including the Town Board, Town 
Commitees and Boards, and landowners has been deemed by current and some former OSAC 
commitee members to be cri�cal to OSAC’s overall mission. 



Last- based on most recent landowner outreach and conversa�ons, it has become clear   the 
term  ‘acquisi�on’ in OSAC’s �tle might be a turn-off to landowners at the first point of contact 
or communica�on. If OSAC’s objec�ve is mul�ple ‘touches’ (to take a marke�ng term), to 
educate private landowners and town residents on tools for permanent conserva�on and 
stewardship best prac�ces as they evolve, ‘advice’ and ‘advisory’ seem beter suited to OSAC’s 
evalua�ve work, communica�ons and overall objec�ves. It is wonderful to have a pool of funds 
for actual purchase or easement protec�on when rela�onships with private landowners call for 
these tools however, many situa�ons call for building trust over �me which, of necessity, must 
begin with open and informed dialogue. 

OSAC hopes the Town Board will consider this name change a posi�ve result of important work 
and learnings of the commitee over the past several years and beneficial to the next steps of 
outreach and targeted landowner educa�on on the commitee’s docket for the near-term. 
Con�nued advice and recommenda�on to the Town Board will take precedence as proper�es 
become available. (It is to be noted the commitee is currently considering best ways to 
interface with the local realtor community to build a pipeline of informa�on perhaps prior to 
land coming onto the market).  

Respec�ully submited, 

OSAC- co-chairs Elyse Arnow and Pamela Corey 

 



Kevin Ali Dan Diane Namasha Other
Boards & Commissions
Audit Bills X
Board of Assessment Review X
Board of Ethics X
Climate Smart Communities Task Force X
Conservation Board X
Economic Development Committee X
Energy Action Committee X
Highway & Maintenance X
Housing Board X
Human Rights Advisory Committee X
Landmarks & Historic District X
OEM X
Old Pound Road Committee X
Open Space X
Planning Board X
Police Department X
Recreation Commission X
Water Control Commission X
Zoning Board of Appeals X
Other
BCSDNY X
East of Hudson Watershed X
Environmental Initiatives Advisors Elyse/Bill Harding
Fire District X
Library Board X
New Dawn X
Sustainable Westchester X
THRIVE X
Water Wastewater Task Force X
WEMS Tom Mulcahy
Westchester County Shared Services X
Wireless Communication X
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